
ABOUt Level Drain

“Level drain sucks because it messes upmy  
character.”

“Level drain is there only because Clerics can turn  
undead.”

NO!  Level  drain  is  more  than  just  that.  Actually, 
level draining ability of more powerful undeads is 
pretty neat detail.

There are two types of undead; those which 
are animated by wizardry or other weird powers 
and  those  which  are  more  or  less  intelligent 
entities. Those weaker animated corpses and bones 
don't  (usually)  have  level  draining  abilities, 
because  they  don't  need  life  force.  Their  force 
comes from outside in a form of animating spell. 
Those more powerful undead need power, fuel, as 
do living creatures. They don't eat vegetables and 
roast. They feed life force, levels. That is called level  
drain in game terms.

When an undead drains a level,  it  actually 
feeds and powers it's existence.

The levels it drains give it months, or even years, of 
unlife.  Without draining levels  from living beings 
they couldn't exist in the realms of the living.  By 
draining life force, they are.

When  encountering  an  undead,  it  has 
already  drained  some  levels  obviously.  Decide 
what die to use (more sides is more powerful and 
older undead), that's how many levels it has in it's 
undead “belly”.  Every time an undead is killed,  it 
looses a level it has drained. When the last level is 
lost,  the  undead is  banished,  destroyed for  good. 
Otherwise it will just reappear or reanimate after 
20  minus  total  levels  drained  hours  /  weeks  / 
months / years (1d4) later (minimum 1).

As mentioned before, they do feed. HD / LVL 
of less than 1 doesn't feed the undead but creatures 
that  small  die in an area of 300 ft.  times undead 
HD. There is no life in the place of an undead that 
drains levels. No bugs, no rats, no birds. Everything 
is dead. If not dead adventurers, some carcasses of 
animals can be found nearby or within which the 
undead has drained. They don't feel hunger,  they 
don't feed for fun, and animal levels are not as tasty 
as  adventurer  levels!  So  they  don't  stack  up 
drained levels from elks and bears. Just one or two 

levels to continue unlife.

But  can  the  drained  levels  be  restord? 
Maybe. IF you destroy the undead that drained 

your levels, those levels are freed. BUT you must 
kill  and  destroy  the  undead  completely. 

Remember, it might have several levels what it can 
use  to  restore  itself.  Years  of  waiting  for  the 

undead reappear again and again until it is 
drained from the stolen life force is a time 
one could spent better, adventuring.  But 
sometimes  it  is  the  stubborness  and 
grudge  what  makes  legends,  and  fools, 
continue their quests.
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